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seen the young Prince, but the painting seemed to me
admirable. The Emperor seemed to examine the
portrait with a great deal of pleasure, with much
more, indeed, than one would have thought possible
amid so many cares."

The Emperor's court at the Kremlin consisted of
the principal officers of the army. There were also
present Count Daru, Secretary of State; the Count of
Turenne, Chamberlain and Keeper of the Wardrobe;
the Barons of Saluces and of Lambertye, equerries.
Couriers took eighteen days to come from Paris, and
there was not a day in which news from France
failed to reach the Kremlin. Besides the couriers,
mail-coaches plied between Paris and the imperial
headquarters. Moreover, every week an auditor of
the Council of State brought the work of the
Ministers and carried it back to Paris, when it had
been signed by the Emperor. There was also the
usual active correspondence with the European
courts.

Illusions still prevailed. Marshal Davout, that
man of iron, wrote from Moscow, October 10, to his
wife: "All the fatigues of the campaign have dis-
appeared; the faces of the men are cheerful; their
bearing is excellent. The position of the French
army is such that if the Russians desire any chance
to escape complete destruction, they must long for
peace and try all means to secure it." October 4,
still maintaining his heroic illusions, the Marshal
wrote again: " All our dangers are over, and I have